Minute of Meeting of the Elie and Royal Burgh of Earlsferry Community Council held in Elie Sailing Club at 7.00 pm on Monday, 5th September, 2011

Present: Mesdames Rowan and Stevenson; Messrs Bell, Blaney, Ritchie and Sneddon with J Robertson in the chair.

Apologies: Apologies for absence were intimated from Councillors MacGregor, Riches and Scott-Hayward.

Mackenzie Trophy: There was submitted report by Mr and Mrs R Mitchell on their judging of floral displays, the results of which were 


1st
Mr and Mrs Bell, 37 High Street, Elie


2nd 
The Station Buffet, High Street, Elie


3rd
Mr and Mrs Edward, 34 Woodside Road, Elie

The Chairman expressed the Council’s thanks to Mr and Mrs Mitchell for their work in judging the competition, congratulated Mr and Mrs Bell on their win and presented them with the trophy.

Minutes: Minute of Meeting of 6th June, 2011 was held as read, approved and signed on the motion of Mr Blaney, seconded by Mr Ritchie.

Matters arising from the Minutes:
(a) Environmental Group: It was noted that notes of recent meetings and financial statements of the Environmental Group had been lodged with the Secretary. At the suggestion of Mr Bell, it was agreed also to lodge the records relating to the Kincraig Battery Information Board. In this regard, it was noted that the board had been located adjacent to the golf course in view of the refusal of the owners to allow it to be placed at the top of the cliff adjacent to the Battery.

(b) Slow Down Sign: It was noted that the sign at the eastern approach to the village was now operational but that the sign temporarily located at the school had been removed. It was agreed to request that a permanent sign be provided at this location.

Questions from the Public: There were noted concerns expressed about the traffic congestion in the village in the summer months and, in particular, in Liberty and Williamsburgh . It was also noted that it was difficult for wheelchair users to use some pavements because of the encroachment of garden hedges. It was agreed to prepare a list of problem areas for submission to Fife Council Transportation Services.

Chairman’s Report: The Captain reported on his attendance at the Fife Access Forum Seminar 2011, a meeting organised by Kingsbarns Community Council on wind turbines, the Blue Flag ceremony in St Andrews and a site visit at the invitation of Elie Estate by interested parties to the estate and East Links with regard to future management plans. In the latter regard, it was noted that Scottish Natural Heritage had under consideration the rehabilitation of grassed areas at East Links and that he had agreed to prepare a draft management plan for the proposed areas of scrubland there. It was also reported that the estate intended to erect two wind turbines on the north slope leading to Kincraig Cliffs. It was noted that the Chairman and Mr Ritchie would attend the Beautiful Fife awards ceremony on 6th September.

Projects: Mr Blaney expressed appreciation of the work done by local residents as well as the Environmental Group in providing and maintaining floral displays which had enhanced the chances of success in the Beautiful Fife campaign.

It was noted that Mr Meldrum and Mr Ritchie would attend a meeting with Scottish Water, SEPA and Fife Council’s Beaches Officer to discuss the continuing unsatisfactory situation concerning the sewer outfall at the Harbour Beach.

Secretary’s Report and other correspondence: 
(a)Footpaths-Rankeillor Street/ South Street: There was noted report on the proposed footpath improvements at Rankeillor Street and South Street, in which existing stone slabs will be used along the frontages of Wynd House and Toll Green House while elsewhere a decorative strip of stone setts will be installed at the rear of the footway with standard black top resurfacing and concrete road edge kerbs.

(b) Street Name Signs: It was noted that a contract had been placed by Fife Council for the repainting of street names.

(c) High Street/ Links Road, Earlsferry: It was noted that improvements to road signage and markings would be carried out within the next few weeks.

(d) TGIF: It was noted that planning permission for the Toll Green Improvement scheme had been received and that the funding target had been all but met.

(e) Community Spaces Scotland: There was noted information concerning a new “geographically targeted” funding programme launched by the Big Lottery Fund, which, however, did not include the postal district KY9.

(f) Community Councils Joint Forum: There were submitted and noted minutes of the East Neuk and Landward Joint Community Councils Forum held on 23rd June.

The Chairman and Mr Ritchie advised that they would attend the next meeting on 22nd September.

(g) Scottish Water: There was submitted Performance Review 2010/11 from Scottish Water, together with an invitation to attend the Annual Consultative Meeting in Dunfermline on 28th September.

(h) 20 mph Limits: It was noted that for reasons given the introduction of the proposed 20 mph limits was now scheduled for the financial year 2012/13 but that, in the event of slack in the works programme, it might be brought forward to the current year.

(i)Parking Restrictions-High Street, Elie: There was submitted request from Fife Council Transportation Services for views on the months when the proposed parking restrictions should be operative, the hours that they should be in force and whether they should apply on Sundays. It was agreed to consult the shopkeepers in the vicinity and to request that the parking bays be enlarged. 

(j) Citizens Advice and Rights Fife: There was submitted information on the work of Citizens Advice and Rights Fife and the need for additional volunteers.

Planning Matters: 
(a) Permitted Development, etc. There was submitted and noted details of revised planning advice, effective from 31st August, on Permitted Development and Pre Application advice.

(b) Applications: There was noted list of planning applications registered since the last meeting.

AOCB: 
(a) Elie Sports Club. The Chairman advised that the Annual General Meeting of Elie Sports Club would be held on 24th September.

(b) Rev. Brian McDowell: It was agreed to write to Rev. Brian McDowell, thanking him for all his work in both the congregation and the community and wishing him well in his retirement.

(c) Expenses: It was agreed to reimburse the Sailing Club in the sum of £15 for coffee and biscuits provided at previous meetings. It was further agreed to express the council’s thanks for the club making their premises available for meetings.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.30 pm with a vote of thanks to the chair.

